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DECKED partners with Bassmaster to create the 
ultimate angler Tundra for fans & charities to win

Email sports news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

   
 

Watch for  
The Mid-South Tribune’s Special  

Fatherhood Edition in June!

By Frank Sargeant 
 
“I’ll take up fly fishing when I 
get tired of catching fish,” a salty 
old flats guide once told me as I 
flushed yet another redfish by 
waving an 8-weight at it one time 
too many. 
He was not wrong, in that fly 
fishing is really not a good way 
to fish if you want to put a lot of 
fish in the boat in most situations. 
It is a sport, as some have said of 
golf, pursued with instruments 
ill-conceived to the purpose. 
Which makes it all the more sur-
prising that fly fishing is on a 
roll, according to a recent indus-
try survey from a report pub-
lished by the Outdoor 
Foundation (OF) and the Recre-
ational Boating and Fishing 
Foundation (RBFF). It’s esti-
mated that 7.8 million people 
went fly fishing in the U.S. in 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
DECKED, which designs and 
manufactures innovative tool 
boxes, pickup truck storage and 
accessories, has partnered with 
B.A.S.S. and Toyota to create the 
ultimate angler truck. After hit-
ting Bassmaster Elite Series 
events throughout the country, 
this DECKED-outfitted 2022 
Toyota Tundra will be donated to 
a worthy nonprofit organization 
after the season. Plus, one lucky 
fan will have a chance to win a 
new 2022 Toyota Tundra rigged-
out with a DECKED System. 
Enthusiastic fans attending Elite 
Series events will get an opportu-
nity to explore an all-new Tundra 
equipped with the DECKED 
Drawer System and a host of cus-
tom add-ons that make it perfect 
for delving into outdoor adven-
ture. While there, fans can scan a 
special code to be the first to find 
out when the sweepstakes is 
launched later this year. The next 
opportunity to see the DECKED 
Toyota Tundra will be at the 

DECKED has partnered with B.A.S.S. and Toyota to create the ultimate angler truck, and fans can enter to win an all-
new 2022 Toyota Tundra with a DECKED System.  (Photo by Chris Mitchell/B.A.S.S.) 

Simms Bassmaster Elite at Lake 
Fork May 19-22 in Quitman, 
Texas. 
 “We’re a company of people 
who love the outdoors, and ev-
eryone on our team does every-
thing we can to make our 
customers’ lives better,” said 
Greg Randolph, DECKED vice 
president of marketing. “Whether 

you hunt, fish, camp or bike, the 
ability to store, organize, protect 
and secure your gear is essential. 
 “DECKED is excited to be at 
Bassmaster tournaments to meet 
real people already using our pro-
ducts and to reach a new au-
dience of fans.”  
The Idaho-based brand is best 
known for its Tool Box and mod-
ular Drawer System, which is 
100% American-made. The 
Drawer System is made from 
100% recycled materials. Once 
assembled, the DECKED Drawer 
System is easily installed and re-
moved with no drilling or other 
alteration of the truck bed. 

“The DECKED Drawer System 
allows me to be organized and 
ready at all times,” said Bass-
master Elite Series pro Scott 
Martin. “Keeping my tackle, 
tools and important items safe 
and secure in my tuck with the 
DECKED System is one of the 
most important tools as a profes-
sional fisherman. I can’t imagine 
having a truck without a 
DECKED System. Every truck 
owner needs this in their truck.” 
In addition to Martin, DECKED 
also currently partners with 
Bassmaster Classic champion 
and former Bassmaster Angler of 
the Year Mike Iaconelli. 

Follow along on Bassmaster.com 
for more information on the 
DECKED storage system’s easy 
installation and a deep-dive into 
accessory options to keep all of 
your gear organized and secure, a 
tour of their new manufacturing 
facility in Defiance, Ohio, check 
out the new shallow tool box 
later this summer and discover 
how Iaconelli makes the most of 
his DECKED accessories while 
on the road. 
More details on the Toyota Tun-
dra giveaway and Tundra dona-
tion to a nonprofit organization 
will be released as the season 
progresses. 

 B.A.S.S., which encompasses 
the Bassmaster tournament 
leagues, events and media plat-
forms, is the worldwide authority 
on bass fishing and keeper of the 
culture of the sport, providing 
cutting edge content on bass fish-
ing .  
 
 Headquartered in Birmingham, 
Ala., the 515,000-member organ-
ization’s fully integrated media 
platforms include the industry’s 
leading magazines (Bassmaster 
and B.A.S.S. Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. 

“We’re a company of people 
who love the outdoors, and 
everyone on our team does 
everything we can to make 
our customers’ lives better,” 
said Greg Randolph, 
DECKED vice president of 
marketing. “Whether you 
hunt, fish, camp or bike, the 
ability to store, organize, pro-
tect and secure your gear is 
essential. 

2020—up a amazing 42% from 
the 5.5 million who fly fished in 
2010. Fly fishing participation is 
also up 20% from 2016 levels. 
Fly fishing had some cache for 
several years after the 1992 re-
lease of A River Runs Through It, 
in which Brad Pitt proved that fly 
fishing can be cool, but there’s no 
obvious reason for the current 
run up. 
The International Fly Tackle 
Dealers Show had experienced 
record attendance in recent years, 
as well, up to the start of the 
covid years. 
The number of fly-fishing trips 
anglers take has surged as well. 
OF and RBFF estimate that 
Americans went on 97 million fly 
fishing outings in 2020, up 27% 
from 2019 levels. And fly tackle 
and accessory sales were up 
some 70 percent according to 
Southwick Associates (south-

Fly fishing is on a roll in more than usual geographic areas

wickassociates.com) 2020 Retail 
Fishing Equipment Market Size 
Report. 
Surprisingly, the most fly fishers 
are not in the Rockies, as you 
might expect, but in the South 
Atlantic region, with over 20% 
of all participants. The Middle 
Atlantic region accounts for 
another 17%. 
While trout anglers and panfish 
anglers surely make up a large 
portion of that total east of the 
Mississippi, saltwater fly fishers 
chasing redfish and other species 

are also increasing steadily, as 
evinced by the growing number 
of flats fishing guides who offer 
fly fishing trips. 
Of course, tarpon anglers have 
long been aware of the unusual 
affinity of these saltwater giants 
for eating flies just 2 to 3 inches 
long. 
While it’s hard to say where 
trends come from, I’d guess that 
the explosion in YouTube videos 
of anglers having success with 
fly tackle, both on freshwater 
and salt, is a big part of the 
boom. The videos not only show 
that fly fishing can be productive 
but also exactly how to do it, and 
that makes it easier for all of us 
to pick up the necessary knowl-
edge for success. 
Fishing is a big tent. If you want 
to catch trout on a cane pole and 
a gob of worms, I’m all for it. 
Ditto if you want to fish a 12-

inch mullet on 80-pound tackle 
under a Florida Keys bridge to 
hook up with a silver king that 
weighs more than you do. 
I once fished with a guide who 
promised we would catch 20 
snook in a morning on fly rod. 
And we did. 
He rigged live sardines on a 10-
weight and drifted them under 
docks. 
But there’s definitely a special 
attraction to fooling fish on lures 
that in some cases are nearly mi-
croscopic, and on leaders that are 
barely stronger than spider web 
in the case of trout. 
Of course, when it comes to fish-
ing for bass, you’re sometimes 
trying to throw lures about the 
size of a canary, and just as dif-
ficult to cast. (I’ve not personally 
fished with a canary, I rush to 
add, though I have done well 
with tree frogs on occasion. I’d 

Blake Daniels 
named to  

AAC Weekly 
Honor Roll

MEMPHIS, Tenn. , April 25, 
2022– As part of Memphis’ im-
pressive offensive showing this 
past week that included 3 wins, 
RF Blake Daniels was named to 
the American Athletic Confer-
ence Weekly Honor Roll. Daniels 
is the seventh different Tigers 
player to earn Honor Roll rec-
ognition in 2022. 
  
Across Memphis’ week that saw 
wins over three different pro-
grams, Daniels went 9-17 (.529) 
with three doubles and seven 
RBIs. Adding two walks and two 
HBP’s, Daniels reached base at a 
.619eee clip and posted a team-
high 1.325 OPS over the five-
game week. 
 This season, Daniels has hit .310 
over 34 games, with 33 starts. His 
11 doubles leads the team while 
he has added a pair of home runs 
and 19 RBIs. Daniels’ .452 OBP 
is best on the team by more than 
50 points among regular starters, 
and his .478 SLG is third on the 
team. Daniels also leads the team 
with 25 walks. 
 Daniels joins RHP Landon Gart-
man, DH Jacob Compton, 3B 
Logan Kohler, 2B Austin Baskin, 
RHP Connor Shamblin (twice) 
and LF Ian Bibiloni who all 
earned Honor Roll recognition 
earlier this season. 
 Memphis returns to action Tues-
day with a 6 p.m. first pitch at 
home vs. Mississippi Valley 
State. The Tigers will be home all 
week, with a Wednesday tilt vs. 
Arkansas – Pine Bluff before an 
AAC series Friday-Sunday vs. 
Wichita State. 
 Season tickets and single game 
tickets are available for purchase 
at www.gotigersgo.com/tigers-
baseballtickets. 
 For the most up-to-date schedule, 
visit www.GoTigersGo.com.  

B.A.S.S. nation anglers gear up for huge 
Central Regional on Grand Lake May 4-6
GROVE, Okla. — As Bass-
master Classic champion Jason 
Christie knows, Grand Lake O’ 
the Cherokees is one of the best 
lakes in the country, and anglers 
fishing the 2022 TNT Fireworks 
B.A.S.S. Nation Central Re-
gional at Grand Lake May 4-6 
will have a multitude of options 
to find a winning bag. 
 “Generally, the first week of 
May is wide open,” the Okla-
homa native said. “It would not 
surprise me if someone won deep 
or if someone won it in less than 
2 feet or if someone won it some-
where in the middle. 
 “The good thing about that first 
week of May is the entire lake is 
wide open. There isn’t a creek or 
section of the lake that will be 
dead. As an angler, that’s what 
you want. Guys can spread out.” 
 This will be the second trip to 
Grand Lake of the 2022 season 
for the Bassmaster tournament 
trail after the 2022 Yamaha 

guess canaries would be good for 
largemouths—I once saw one try 
to grab a young gallinule off a 
lily pad—but I digress.) 
We don’t fish because we need 
food, in most cases, we do it be-
cause we love it. It’s somewhat 
like bowhunting for hunters, 
where you have to master the 
gear as well as master the habits 
of the quarry, the challenges of 
the habitat and your own ability 
to fit into the natural systems. 
A part of the satisfaction comes 
from the very fact that you are 
succeeding with “an instrument 
ill conceived to the purpose.” 
Apparently that challenge is ap-
pealing to an awful lot of Ameri-
cans in 2022. 

 *** 
  
You may contact Frank Sargeant 
 at Frankmako1@gmail.com 

Surprisingly, the most fly 
fishers are not in the Rockies, 
as you might expect, but in 
the South Atlantic region, 
with over 20% of all partici-
pants. The Middle Atlantic 
region accounts for another 
17%. 

Rightwaters Bassmaster Kayak 
Series powered by TourneyX vis-
ited the historic venue in April. 
 Anglers from across the country 
qualified for this event through 
their respective state Nation 
chapters, and the top boater and 
top co-angler from each state will 
qualify for the TNT Fireworks 
B.A.S.S. Nation Championship 
Nov. 9-11 on Pickwick Lake. 
 Barring a major rain event, 
Christie said anglers will likely 
be able to fish to their strengths 
and find the water clarity and 
depth they feel most comfortable 
in. There have been times when 
the bass will still be spawning in 

the early part of May and, his-
torically, the shad spawn will 
also be starting. 
 “It has been said that Grand 
Lake is the best lake in the coun-
try that doesn’t have grass,” 
Christie said. “One of the rea-
sons, I think, is (because) there is 
just a ton of bait in the lake. The 
shad population in the lake has 
been crazy for years. The second 
thing that helps those fish grow 
up is the amount of boat docks 
and marinas. These fish have 
areas where they never see a 
bait.” 
 Along with the docks, there is 
also plenty of rock and wood in 
the lake. With plenty of cover 
and miles of fishable water to in-
vestigate, Christie believes a va-
riety of techniques will play. A 
Biffle Bug paired with a swing-
head is a popular technique 
along with spinnerbaits around 
the shad spawn. 
 Squarebills, jigs, Spooks and 

creature baits will play around 
docks as well. 
 “The water could be 3 feet high 
and they could be flipping wil-
lows,” Christie said. “The first 
week of May, if I had to put my 
finger on it, will probably be a 
shad spawn deal in the morning 
and then maybe in the afternoon 
they go sight fishing.”   
 
Competition for the TNT Fire-
works B.A.S.S. Nation Central 
Regional will be held May 4-6. 
Anglers representing Colorado, 
Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, 
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and 
Louisiana will launch from Wolf 
Creek Park each day at 6:15 a.m. 
CT and return for weigh-in at 
2:15 p.m. The field will be cut to 
the Top 16 boaters and non-
boaters plus the Top 2 boaters 
and nonboaters from each state if 
they are not already in that range. 
The tournament is being hosted 
by the City of Grove.  

“The good thing about that 
first week of May is the entire 
lake is wide open. There isn’t 
a creek or section of the lake 
that will be dead. As an an-
gler, that’s what you want. 
Guys can spread out.”


